This was, on the surface, a rather curious idea. After all England was then the leader of European Protestantism, and as such could hardly be considered a suitable partner and ally for a country pursuing radically pro-Catholic and pro-Hapsburg policies, especially at a time when the Thirty Years' War was gaining momentum. Furthermore, taking into consideration England's secure geographical location and its natural isolationism one could barely assume that it would have been concerned with the Turkish invasion of a distant central European country.
3 However, as it turned out, not only did King James take a lively interest in the Polish pleas, but also decided to contribute, although in an admittedly limited way, to the defence of the Commonwealth against the Ottomans. The reasons for cooperation between the two seemingly unlikely allies were varied and largely unanticipated, however, the critical factor was King James himself and his staunch adherence to the ancient concept of Christendom which resulted in his attitude towards the Turks.
Contrary to appearances, appealing to the English court was not unreasonable at all. First, it was still remembered that an English monarch had already been involved in the confl ict between Poland and Turkey. Three decades before, in 1590, the late Queen Elizabeth I, through her ambassador in Constantinople, Edward Barton, successfully helped to end the war between Turkey and Poland. 4 The precedent for English mediation in Polish-Turkish relations having thus been set, King Sigismund, just before the outbreak of the new war, asked James to intervene in Constantinople on behalf of Poland. He was not disappointed. The English ambassador, instructed by James, delivered the royal letter that exhorted the Sultan to peace and announced he would help Poland in case of an attack.
5 Although this time the English diplomatic action had no effect, it was a clear signal that King James was willing to side with Poland. Ossoliński's letters show that the Polish ambassador was absolutely certain that his mission to England would be a success.
7 His boundless optimism, hardly becoming of a diplomat, 8 however, did have some foundation. It was not only James's recent diplomatic intervention in favour of the Commonwealth and his predecessors' efforts that made
